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the most amazing distortions ever 
foisted on the American public. We are 
so concerned about saving face, but 
whose face are we saving? A sensible 
policy would save American lives and 
follow the rules laid out for Congress in 
the Constitution, and avoid wars that 
have no purpose. 

The claim that it is unpatriotic to 
oppose spending more money in Iraq 
must be laid to rest as fraudulent. We 
should pass a resolution that expresses 
congressional opposition to any more 
undeclared, unconstitutional, unneces-
sary, preemptive wars. We should be 
building a consensus for the future 
that makes it easier to end our current 
troubles in Iraq. 

It is amazing to me that this Con-
gress is more intimidated by political 
propagandists and special interests 
than the American electorate, who 
sent a loud, clear message about the 
war in November. The large majority 
of Americans now want us out of Iraq. 

Our leaders cannot grasp the tragic 
consequences of our policies toward 
Iraq for the past 25 years. It is time we 
woke them up. We are still by far the 
greatest military power on Earth; but 
since we stubbornly refuse to under-
stand the nature of our foes, we are lit-
erally defeating ourselves. 

In 2004 bin Laden stated that al 
Qaeda’s goal was to bankrupt the 
United States. His second in command, 
Zawahari, is quoted as saying that the 
9/11 attacks would cause Americans to 
‘‘come and fight the war personally on 
our sand where they are within rifle 
range.’’ 

Sadly, we are playing into their 
hands. This $124 billion appropriation 
is only part of the nearly $1 trillion in 
military spending for this year’s budg-
et alone. We should be concerned about 
the coming bankruptcy and the crisis 
facing the U.S. dollar. 

We have totally failed to adapt to 
modern warfare. We are dealing with a 
small, nearly invisible enemy, an 
enemy without a country, a govern-
ment, an army, a navy, an air force, or 
missiles. Yet our enemy is armed with 
suicidal determination and motivated 
by our meddling in their regional af-
fairs to destroy us. 

As we bleed financially, our men and 
women in Iraq die needlessly while the 
injured swell Walter Reed Hospital. 
Our government systematically under-
mines the Constitution and the lib-
erties it is supposed to protect, for 
which it has claimed our soldiers are 
dying in faraway places. 

Only with the complicity of Congress 
have we become a Nation of preemptive 
war, secret military tribunals, torture, 
rejection of habeas corpus, warrantless 
searches, undue government secrecy, 
extraordinary renditions, and uncon-
trollable spying on the American peo-
ple. 

The greatest danger we face is our-
selves, what we are doing in the name 
of providing security for a people made 
fearful by distortions of facts. Fighting 
over there has nothing to do with pre-

serving freedoms here at home. More 
likely, the opposite is true. 

Surely we can do better than this 
supplemental authorization. I plan to 
vote ‘‘no.’’ 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MCCAR-
THY) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will 
appear hereafter in the Extensions of 
Remarks.) 

f 

SUPPORTING OUR TROOPS AND 
VETERANS HEALTH CARE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. SCOTT) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise this evening to talk about our 
supplemental, the bill that will be be-
fore us on this Thursday for a vote. 

It is very important that the Amer-
ican people understand what it is we 
are doing. We have no choice in the 
matter. Yes, we are Democrats. We are 
in the leadership, and we must move an 
appropriations bill that will, in fact, 
first and foremost support our troops. 

There is a lot that has been said on 
the other side of the aisle about the 
motivations about all that is here. 

b 1900 

But there is another factor to this, 
Mr. Speaker, and that is the American 
people. The American people went to 
the polls in November, and they put 
Democrats in charge. They are the 
bosses. The bosses made a change of 
leadership. It is incumbent upon us as 
Democrats to lead. 

I want to make sure that the Amer-
ican people understand what is in this 
bill and why it is important. First of 
all, this bill fully supports our troops 
and especially our veterans in the need 
of health care. It ensures that U.S. 
forces in the field have all of the funds 
and resources they require. There is no 
cutting of funds in this bill. 

It directs more resources to the war 
against al Qaeda and the Taliban in Af-
ghanistan, where the terrorists are, 
where the person is hiding who at-
tacked this country on 9/11. 

I might add, Mr. Speaker, the people 
of Iraq did not attack us. The people 
who attacked us are on the border of 
Afghanistan and Pakistan. That is 
where this bill is putting more funds. 

It improves the health care for re-
turning service members and veterans 
that is woefully neglected and has been 
woefully neglected under this adminis-
tration. There is no question about it. 
The news items come out daily. All we 
need to look at is the situation at Wal-
ter Reed. This legislation stops the clo-
sure of Walter Reed Hospital and pours 
$2.8 billion into veterans programs, 
more than has been done in recent 
times. 

And, yes, it does what the majority 
of the American people want and be-
gins to set a reasonable redeployment 
deadline schedule for us to come out of 
the civil war in Iraq so that we can bet-
ter position ourselves to have a new 
Middle Eastern policy that reflects 
containment in that region and in a 
way that gets our young men and 
women out of the cross hairs of a civil 
war. 

Let me just be specific, if I may, Mr. 
Speaker, on the health care. As I said, 
there is $2.8 billion for defense health 
care, which is $1.7 billion above what 
the President requested. It doesn’t look 
like a cut to me. 

Additional funds supporting new ini-
tiatives to enhance Medicaid services 
for Active Duty forces, to mobilized 
personnel and their family members, 
who have been woefully neglected. 

This includes $450 million for post- 
traumatic stress disorder counseling. 
The psychiatrists have said on more 
than one occasion that there is a policy 
of sending our young men and women 
back into harm’s way before they are 
mentally healed. There is a different 
way to determine whether you are 
mentally healed. It is more difficult 
than a physical wound that you can 
see. 

Four hundred fifty million dollars for 
traumatic brain injury care and re-
search. 

Mr. Speaker, I just left Landstuhl 
Medical Center near Ramstein Air Base 
4 weeks ago, and I saw firsthand the in-
juries to our soldiers. I was there. I 
talked with them. It was my third trip 
into that base. When you go to 
Landstuhl, you are seeing the injuries 
right as they come from downrange in 
Afghanistan and Iraq. So you are right 
there where it is, and I saw the need. 
That is why we put $730 million to pre-
vent health care fee increases for our 
troops, $20 million to address the prob-
lems at Walter Reed, and $14 million in 
burn care. 

Mr. Speaker, I know my time is up. I 
just want to make sure the American 
people know the Democrats are putting 
forward a plan that is truly responsive 
to our troops and to our veterans. 

f 

THE VALUE OF THE AMERICAN 
SERVICE ECONOMY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
KLEIN of Florida). Under a previous 
order of the House, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. DREIER) is recognized 
for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, last week 
I spoke here in the well about our serv-
ice economy. Accounting for nearly 80 
percent of both our workforce and pri-
vate sector gross domestic product, 
services actually form the backbone of 
our economy. These industries are 
thriving in the worldwide marketplace 
and are a major source of our global 
competitiveness. Our annual exports in 
services are approaching $400 billion, 
and we have long had a trade surplus in 
this sector of the economy. 
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Mr. Speaker, one such source is the 

motion picture and television produc-
tion industry. This industry is a thriv-
ing economic engine, creating well- 
paying jobs and economic benefits to 
communities all across America, not 
just in my State of California. In fact, 
with filming in 44 States, the motion 
picture and television production in-
dustry generates more than 1.3 million 
American jobs, $30.24 billion in wages 
to American workers and $30.2 billion 
in revenue every year. It is very com-
petitive internationally, with a $9.5 bil-
lion trade surplus. And it is the only 
industry, Mr. Speaker, it is our only 
industry in which we actually have a 
trade surplus with every single one of 
our trading partners. 

Motion pictures and television pro-
duction creates jobs in a wide range of 
fields, from the highly technical to the 
highly creative. But one thing they 
have in common is that they are large-
ly based on the knowledge economy 
that provides the foundation for both 
our economic well-being and our com-
parative advantage in the global econ-
omy. 

Another major services sector is the 
express delivery industry, Mr. Speaker. 
This is an industry that is not only 
thriving in the global economy, but it 
is actually making the global economy 
possible. In a world where just-in-time 
delivery is essential to doing business, 
where U.S. companies, large and small, 
can get raw materials from Chile, 
make products in Michigan and sell 
them in Korea, express delivery is obvi-
ously a very integral part of that econ-
omy. 

Goods transported by air account for 
only 3 percent by weight of all goods 
traded globally, but 40 percent of value. 
That is 3 percent in weight, but 40 per-
cent in value. 

U.S. companies that ship worldwide 
are helping to grow our economy as 
they facilitate the interconnectedness 
of the world’s producers and con-
sumers. For example, Mr. Speaker, 
every time UPS adds 40 new inter-
national packages into its system, it 
creates a new job right here in the 
United States of America. Every day, 
in fact, UPS carries 8 percent of all 
U.S. gross domestic product and 3 per-
cent of world global gross domestic 
product within its system. By tapping 
into the ever-growing need to ship 
worldwide, express delivery companies 
create new jobs here at home, facili-
tate economic growth around the globe 
and demonstrate that U.S. service com-
panies are thriving in the worldwide 
marketplace. 

Mr. Speaker, the telecommuni-
cations industry is yet another exam-
ple of American businesses that are 
both tapping into and facilitating a 
shrinking world that brings a globe-full 
of benefits and opportunities right to 
our doorstep here in the United States. 
U.S. telecom companies are extremely 
competitive in the global economy, 
with international revenues rising 
more than 12 percent in just the last 

year. 2006 was the third year in a row 
with double-digit growth in inter-
national revenue. The global telecom 
market is projected to reach $4.3 tril-
lion by 2010. That is $1.2 trillion in the 
United States, but $3 trillion inter-
nationally. 

Clearly, the competitiveness of the 
U.S. industry depends upon worldwide 
economic global engagement. At the 
same time, these services are making 
the world more and more connected, 
enabling producers, consumers and in-
vestors to communicate quickly and 
easily with every corner of the globe. 
And, as we have seen, our service pro-
viders thrive on this increased 
connectiveness. As global leaders, they 
are constantly creating new opportuni-
ties, here at home and around the 
globe, as they grow our economy and 
make the worldwide marketplace more 
and more accessible for everyone. And 
they have done so at a time when 
worldwide economic liberalization in 
services has been very limited. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle to continue on a 
path towards greater economic freedom 
so that our service industries, the 
backbone of our economy, can achieve 
greater and greater success in the glob-
al marketplace. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LARRY CARROLL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. CONAWAY) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate 
Mr. Larry Carroll on 30 years of out-
standing service with the Permian 
Basin Community Centers. 

Mr. Carroll represents the model pub-
lic citizen. He has served the Permian 
Basin Community Center as director of 
finance, deputy executive director, and 
now as the center’s executive director. 
I served on and chaired the board of di-
rectors for the PBCC and know Mr. 
Carroll to be one of the finest, most ca-
pable executive directors in the com-
munity center system. 

It is his commitment, dedication and 
wisdom that has helped develop the 
center into one of the most out-
standing community organizations the 
Permian Basin has to offer. Mr. Carroll 
has made a personal commitment to 
helping others through his additional 
valued work with the Rotary Club and 
Leadership Odessa, and I am proud to 
represent my friend in Congress. 

The 11th District of Texas congratu-
lates and graciously thanks Mr. Carroll 
for this milestone and his exemplary 
service to the community. 

A WALK THROUGH THE 
CONSTITUTION: THE PREAMBLE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. GARRETT) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, we are here today to an-
nounce a new series of weekly topics 
for the Congressional Constitution 
Caucus. I found that many Americans, 
including some of my fellow Members, 
are not as familiar with the Constitu-
tion as they might want to be. 

Last Thursday this was demonstrated 
to us when three local schoolchildren, 
ages 8 to 12, came into the office. They 
were wearing these little ‘‘Liberty Day 
Kids’’ T-shirts and buttons, and they 
announced that they were going to 
door to door in the buildings asking 
congressional offices questions in 
honor of James Madison’s birthday, 
questions such as what is necessary to 
override a Presidential veto, or where 
do all of the appropriations bills origi-
nate from. 

Out of curiosity we asked them if 
most people had been answering the 
questions correctly, and the children 
emphatically shook their heads no. So 
tonight and each Tuesday after votes, 
we hope to help correct that problem 
by taking a walk through the Constitu-
tion, and I encourage other Members to 
join us as we educate each other and 
the Nation about our preeminent 
founding document. 

So we begin by looking at the Pre-
amble of the Constitution. It is perhaps 
one of most well-known sections, the 
Constitution’s introductory sentence, 
which reads, ‘‘We the People of the 
United States, in Order to form a more 
perfect Union, establish Justice, insure 
domestic Tranquility, provide for the 
common defense, promote the general 
Welfare, and secure the Blessings of 
Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, 
do ordain and establish this Constitu-
tion for the United States of America.’’ 

So this passage sums up in a con-
densed version what the Founders were 
intending in this document. So let’s 
look at some of the phrases. 

The first phrase, ‘‘We the People of 
the United States.’’ Now, these words 
by themselves almost sound trite 
today, but they were groundbreaking 
pronouncements when they were writ-
ten. You see, the previous document, 
the Articles of Confederation, was an 
agreement solely between the States, 
and other earlier documents, including 
the 1778 Treaty of Alliance with France 
and the 1783 Treaty of Paris did not 
even include the word ‘‘people.’’ 

In convincing Virginia to ratify the 
Constitution, the Governor explained 
to them why the word was appropriate. 
He said, ‘‘The government is for the 
people; and the misfortune was, that 
the people had no agency in the gov-
ernment before. If the government is to 
be binding on the people, are not the 
people the proper persons to examine 
its merits or defects?’’ The Constitu-
tion therefore binds America together. 
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